Unruptured cerebral aneurysms presenting as recurrent transient neurologic deficits.
Recurrent transient neurologic deficits were evaluated clinically in four patients. In three patients, the symptoms included recurrent transient homonymous hemianopia, episodic weakness and numbness of the left arm and leg, and recurrent sudden loss of speech and of strength in the right arm. In these three patients, the episodes were first thought to be transient ischemic attacks (TIAs). A fourth patient had repeated confusional spells, in which a recurrent musical theme excluded other thoughts. This was associated with dizziness and difficulty in naming. A partial complex seizure was thought responsible. In each of the cases the symptoms lasted less than 30 minutes and were not associated with loss of consciousness, headache, or stiff neck. Electroencephalogram (EEG), brain scan, lumbar puncture, and computed tomography (CT) scan were normal. In all patients, cerebral arteriography unexpectedly revealed an unruptured cerebral aneurysm. The locations of the aneurysms were appropriate to the symptoms, which remitted in the three patients treated surgically for the aneurysm. Although the pathophysiology is uncertain, an ischemic process may be implicated.